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All explanations must be written in complete sentences. 
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QUESTION	  1:	  Error	  correction	  
Correct all errors in the text below. In your answer, simply give the relevant line number followed by 
the correct version the words and expressions that need to be changed. Do not rewrite the whole text.  

NB! Do not make ANY unnecessary corrections, i.e. only errors should be corrected.  

 

1. The familiar, typical british dish, fish and chips, is now 150 years old. In spite of it’s incredible long 

 

2. life, the countrys favourite dish is showing no sign of giving way to hamburgers and other fast food  

 

3. of outlandish origin. Nowadays it is about 10,500 ‘chippies’ throughout Britain, 12 times more than  

 

4. the number of McDonald’s restaurants.  

 

5. In the second half of the 19. century fish and chips were basically cheap and nutritional food for the 

 

6. working class. In addition, during the second world war it was one of very few types of food who  

 

7. were not rationed. But nowadays the dish has found it’s way into the menus in restaurants of the  

 

8. finest sorts, e.g. in Londons West End. Never the less was Townhead Café in the little scottish town  

 

9. of Biggar voted the best fish and chip shop in Britain in 2007. 

 

10. “We get the potatos from England, where the climate is drier”, chuckle Gordon Hillan, the owner  

 

11. of the café. “And fresh fish is delivered daily from the North-Eastern part of the Atlantic”.  

 

12. However, he admits that he is worried about the rise in prices in the marked during the last few  
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13. year’s. 

 

14. But who were the first to produce this incredibly popular dish? At first, fish and chips were sold  

 

15. separate. Londoners, scots and local patriots in northern England maintain that they were the first 

 

16. to combine the two into one dish. John Walton, that has written a book about the national dish,  

 

17. does not want to become involved in any debate about this. But he says that for historic reasons it  

 

18. was probably far from accidental that the fish and chip shops appeared shortly after the middle of  

 

19. the 19. century. At that time did steam-driven trawlers make it possible to increase the catch  

 

20. considerable, at the same time as the railway did make it possible to have fresh fish sent to all parts  

 

21. of Britain.  

 

QUESTION	  2:	  Verbs	  
Answer the questions below the text. The numbers of the questions correspond to the numbers in the 

text. NB! Write complete sentences. 

TEXT: 

A Norwegian in his twenties is wanted by the police throughout large parts of Denmark for hotel fraud 

and theft. Danish police (1) think they know the man’s identity and will probably release details about 

him in the Danish media today. The media (2) has shown great interest in the case. The police believe 

the man (3) is quite simply swindling his way through Denmark. 
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We’ve received help from Norwegian police and we think the addresses and forenames he’s given are 

probably false. Now we’ll just make completely sure of his identity before we make his name public,” 

(4) says the chief of police in Aalborg. 

The thief (5) has been attracting considerable attention after having made off with two very valuable 

paintings from an exclusive hotel. In Danish newspapers he is being referred to as “gentleman thief” 

and “master thief”. The staff at the hotel (6) have explained that they had only one guest that night, a 

Norwegian. A jacket and a pair of shoes (7) have been found in the room he was occupying. The name 

and address he gave upon checking in have been verified by Danish police. 

QUESTIONS:  

(1) Why is there a plural verb here? 

(2) Why is there a singular verb here? 

(3) Why is the present progressive used here? 

(4) Why does the verb come before the subject here? 

(5) Why is the present perfective progressive used here? 

(6) Why is there a plural verb here? 

(7) Why is there a plural verb here? 

QUESTION	  3:	  Vocabulary	  
The sentences below all involve an incorrect choice of word. Rewrite the sentences using a more 
appropriate word. Please mark the new word in bold. 

 
1. We had agreed to overtake the house on Dec. 1. 
2. She lay the book on the shelf. 
3. We expect prices to raise by at least five per cent. 
4. The California red-legged frog is a seldom species of frog found almost exclusively in the state of 
California. 
5. This is a classical example of how corporations are trying to use secret money, hidden from the 
American people. 
6. Being a politician, he has learnt how to handle critique. 
7. Please control your credit card details and try again. 
8. To work for the royal family you have to be very discrete. 
9. When the possibility to work in Japan for three months came up, I decided to put my name 
forward 
10. The US is changing its politics towards the Middle East and North Africa. 
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QUESTION	  4:	  The	  use	  of	  the	  definite	  and	  indefinite	  articles	  
A) Which of the sentences below are correct? In your answer, simply give the numbers of the 

correct sentences. Do not write the relevant sentences. 
B) Comment on the use or non-use of articles in FIVE of the sentences below. Write complete 

sentences. 

 
1. She became a brain surgeon when she was only 30. 
2. She became Prime Minister when she was only 30. 
3. An unemployed in Norway normally receives financial support from the state. 
4. Gagarin wrote his name with gold letters in the space history. 
5. Democracy works. 
6. She is terribly scared of the supernatural. 
7. People in Norway expect to get help from the society whenever they have problems. 
8. I met her at college. 
9. She was unhappy at the university. 
10. Modern life is full of complexities. 
11. We talked for hours about how much we love the nature. 
12. Prices are going down. 
13. The prices of fuel are going down. 
14. The tiger is a carnivorous animal 
15. She hit him in the stomach. 

 

QUESTION	  5:	  Style	  
The sentences below all contain instances of informal and/or non-standard English. Rewrite the 
sentences in a formal Standard English. 

 
1. The boss tried to explain the situation to the workers, but it was pretty obvious from their questions 
that they didn’t get it. 
 
2. He was sort of irritated because he couldn’t find his car keys and didn’t have a whole lot of time to 
get to his office. 
 
3. Most Brits think the Americans are ruining the English language. 
 
4. He said he’d help us, but we both know he ain’t gonna do nothing about our situation. 
 
5. I guess we’ve got lots of stuff to do. 
 
6. There’s many people in Britain today that live below the poverty line. 
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QUESTION	  6:	  Miscellaneous	  
Which of the alternatives in bold are regarded as correct in Standard English? Rewrite the sentence 
using only the correct option. 

If both options are correct, explain the difference in meaning between them. If there is disagreement 
whether a form is correct or not, you should explain this as well. NB!	  Write	  complete	  sentences. 

1. Greece has serious economic/economical problems. 
 
2. Someone has eaten/has been eating my porridge! 
 
3. He is the taller one/the tallest one. 
 
4. The lab receives many computer mice/mouses for testing every week. 
 
5. We look forward to see/seeing you onboard again. 
 
6. They tried opening/to open the door. 
 
7. They managed to open/opening the door. 
 
8. The recent series of incidents underline/underlines the need for a new strategy. 
 
9. The news is/are really bad. 
 
10. These eighteen photos of natural phenomena/phenomenons will blow your mind. 
 
11. I had to ask him to repeat his answer because I was not understanding/did not understand it. 
 
12. I wonder/was wondering if you have two single rooms. 
 
13. Can/could you help me fix the photocopier? 
 
14. There may/might be robbers hiding in the mountains. 
 
15. English singer Johnny Marr broke his hand while running in London. Nevertheless, will he/he will 
probably still play at the Lollapalooza festival. 
 
 


